
Aberdeen Schools
Keeping you informed about our schools -- October, 21, 2022

Welcome to the Dragon Cafe!

Students at the Harbor Learning Center celebrated the grand opening of the Dragon Café on Friday.
 
“We are so excited to have a student store this year,” Principal Lisa Griebel said. She praised the work
of CTE instructor Tammy Heth, “who has been doing an amazing job getting it ready with the help of
our students and the support from our CTE Director Lynn Green.”
 
Director Green agreed. “Ms. Heth de�nitely has a gift in this area,” she said.
 
The CTE programs in the district are enriched by our community partners. In this case, the students
received industry training as baristas and mixologists thanks to onsite visits from professionals at
Batdorf and Bronson and Dutch Bros. coffee roasters.
 



The Harbor Learning Center had a café prior to the pandemic, but Director Green explained that this
new version is “de�nitely more robust. It’s new and expanded. They’re selling menu items and apparel
in addition to coffee, Italian sodas and other beverages.”
 
Director Green also praised the work of the ASD5 Maintenance crew. “There was a lot that needed to
be built and put into place to create the setup in the space that we have,” she said.

The Shakeout -- 10-20-2022 at 10:20 a.m.
Our District participated in the Great Washington Shakeout 2022 -- without getting all shook up. When
the sirens sounded at 10:20 a.m. on the morning of Oct. 20, all students and staff proceeded in an

https://cdn.smore.com/u/4505/d0c211d2c31e9eb84f331e1a8d65946a.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/cf3d/0699903f6542253fb137fa4218aad9ee.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/a12a/b0686432746ef6026fe1b05618d89928.jpeg
https://www.shakeout.org/washington/index.html
https://www.shakeout.org/washington/index.html


SCHOOL BOARD

orderly fashion to the designated higher ground for their building.
 
Superintendent Jeffrey Thake said the drill was an important reminder about the environment we live
in and the importance of emergency preparedness. "I was pleased with the coordination and
response at all of our facilities," he said.
 
Anyone who would like more information about how to prepare their family environment for a
potential natural disaster can visit the state's Shakeout page.

Summary of the Oct. 18 meeting
AGENDA
 
President Jennifer Durney convened the regular meeting of the Aberdeen School District Board of
Directors at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 18, 2022, in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School
and via webinar following guidance for conducting remote meetings in compliance with the Open
Public Meetings Act. In attendance were Directors Jessica Jurasin, Annica Mizin and Suzy Ritter in
person, Superintendent Jeffrey Thake, 24 patrons and staff in person, and seven attending remotely.
Director Jeremy Wright was excused.
 
The meeting began with the �ag salute.
 
Minutes, Bills, Trips & Gifts
The Board approved the Consent Agenda, which included:
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1. The minutes from the regular meeting on October 4, 2022;
2. General Fund vouchers totaling $1,021,975.35;
3. Capital Projects Fund vouchers totaling $4,631.81, and
4. ASB Fund vouchers totaling $28,508.57;
5. An overnight trip for the FFA at Aberdeen High School to travel to Camp Shiloh in Cosmopolis for

the District Leadership Camp on Oct. 8-9;
�. A letter from OSPI acknowledging the District’s waiver for parent conferences, and
7. Gifts to the District

The CTE construction program at Aberdeen High School received a lumber donation of 112 8-
foot 2x4s valued at $450 from Sierra Paci�c Industries,
Miller Junior High School received equipment valued at $3,500 from the YMCA of Grays Harbor
for use in PE classes, and
Miller Junior High School received a donation from the Five Star dealership of cinch sacks �lled
with school supplies.

 
 
Comments from the Board
Director Jessica Jurasin expressed gratitude for the gifts to the district from the community.
 
Director Annica Mizin thanked Superintendent Thake for assisting with a varsity sports scheduling
issue.
 
Public Comment and Presentations
Ashley Kohlmeier, Foodball advisor at Aberdeen High School, and senior leaders Makenna Parris and
Hadley Ritter presented information about this year’s Foodball campaign. They noted it’s the 42nd
annual event and again this year it will be a cooperative effort between Aberdeen High School and
Hoquiam High School students to collect for area food banks. The campaign begins Friday, Oct. 28,
and ends Monday, Nov. 7, with a weigh-in at the Grays Harbor PUD at 5:30 p.m.
 
Old Business
The Board approved an update to Policy 3122 Excused and Unexcused Absences.
 
Superintendent’s Report
Superintendent Thake reported that he’s been meeting with building leaders about school
improvement goals using measureable data and metrics, shared accountability and communication,
and that he attended the annual Washington school law conference.
 
Superintendent Thake and President Durney announced that the Board will not be attending the
annual WSSDA Conference this year as it is in Spokane because not all directors are able to attend
making the expense not cost effective.
 
Superintendent Thake announced that Friday, May 26, 2023, will now be a school day to make up for
the day school was closed for emergency safety reasons.
 
Financial Services
 
Fiscal Status Report
Director of Business and Operations Shannon Ramsey presented the Fiscal Status Report for
September. She noted that the District continues to closely monitor its cash �ow while awaiting fall



tax receipts and that enrollment is very close to budget. She reported an ending fund balance of
($520,078) in the General Fund; $1,625,639 in the Capital Projects Fund; $2,587,704 in the Debt
Service Fund; $308,822 in the Associated Student Body Fund and $395,686 in the Transportation
Vehicle Fund.
 
New Business
 
Policy 2005 School Improvement Plans
The Board accepted for �rst reading a proposed update to Policy 2005 School Improvement Plans.
 
Miller Yearbook
The Board approved a contract with a new vendor, Balfour, to produce the yearbook at Miller Junior
High School.
 
Transportation Cooperative
The Board approved renewal of the agreement with the Hoquiam School District for joint operation of
the student transportation and vehicle maintenance system.
 
Surplus Equipment
The Board approved a request from the Maintenance Department to declare miscellaneous
equipment and materials surplus as presented.
 
Focused Behavior Solutions
The Board approved a memorandum of understanding the Focused Behavior Solutions to provide
certain student services at a school.
 
Personnel Matters
Following an executive session, the Board approved the Personnel Report.
The Board approved a corrected salary schedule for the AFSCME Maintenance and Operation
employees.

Next School Board meeting is Nov. 1
The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 1, at
McDermoth Elementary School and also via webinar. 
 
Those who attend are welcome to sign up at the meeting to provide public comment on agenda
items. Written public comment for the record can also be submitted up to noon the day of the
meeting by writing to schoolboard@asd5.org. Other comments or concerns can be brought to the
attention of the district by contacting the Superintendent's O�ce or by contacting individual board
members.
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Foodball begins Oct. 28
This is the 42nd year of Foodball in Grays Harbor. This year's drive
is Friday, October 28 through Monday, November 7.
 
Our ASB advisor at Aberdeen High School, Ashley Kohlmeier, notes
that the calendar is full, and this year includes the return of
storefront canvassing, and the Community Blitz (door-to-door
canvassing).
 
You will notice some events are strictly designed for the Aberdeen
community, while others will be a combined affair with Hoquiam.
We look forward to a continued collaboration with our crosstown
counterparts.
 
There are several ways to donate: online (which will be active
starting Friday, October 28), checks made out to Aberdeen Foodball,
non-perishable food donations will be accepted throughout the
event, and cash is accepted and appreciated.
 
Our AHS ASB class has been working hard to have everything ready
as we begin, Ms. Kohlmeier said.
 
Thank you for supporting Foodball 2022!
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Staying in touch with Leadership
Superintendent Jeffrey Thake, jthake@asd5.org
Business O�ce, Shannon Ramsey, shramsey@asd5.org
Human Resources, Christi Sayres, csayres@asd5.org
Special Education, Rick Bates, rbates@asd5.org
Career & Technical Education, Lynn Green, lgreen@asd5.org
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Teaching, Learning & Technology, Traci Sandstrom,
tsandstrom@asd5.org
Food Services, Jaime Matisons, jmatisons@asd5.org

School Office Hours
A.J. West Elementary School

O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2130 / Principal Lorie Brady

Central Park Elementary School 
O�ce Hours: 8:15 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2170 / Principal Joan Hoehn

McDermoth Elementary School 
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(360) 538-2120 / Principal Mindi Hammill

Robert Gray Elementary School 
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2140 / Principal Sherri Northington

Stevens Elementary School 
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(360) 538-2150 / Principal Jamie Stotler

Harbor Learning Center 
O�ce Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2180 / Principal Lisa Griebel

Hopkins Preschool 
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2190 / Principal Joan Hoehn

Miller Junior High School 
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2100 / Principal John Meers

Aberdeen High School 
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2040 General / Principal Aaron Roiko
(360) 538-2060 Attendance Line
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****************************
The Aberdeen School District does not discriminate in any programs or
activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin,
age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated
youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Christi Sayres, Title
IX Coordinator and Civil rights Compliance Coordinator, 216 North G St.,
Aberdeen, WA 98520; (360) 538-2222; csayres@asd5.org; Dr. Richard
Bates, Section 504/ADA Coordinator, 216 North G St., Aberdeen, WA
98520; (360) 538-2017; rbates@asd5.org.
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